L E 7 7 a- 


The Secretary of the Honourable the Directors 
of the Eaſt India Company, 


To 


Major General JAMES STUART. 


Cast July, 784. ] 
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S IR, 
N anſwer to your Letter of the 25th of May, addreſſed to the Court 

of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, I am commanded to in- 
form you, That although they feel ſome impropriety in the ſtyle and 
manner in which your requiſitions are made, yet, conſidering your 
ſituation, they forbear making any remarks thereon ; but they cannot 
refrain from expreſſing their ſurprize at your ſo ſolemnly declaring your- 
ſelf ignorant of the cauſes which produced your diſmiſſion from the 
ſervice of the Company in India, the ſubſequent arreſt of your perſon, 
and the meaſures afterwards * to - ond you from Madras to 


England. 

The Court of Directors obſerved, That- the charges of miſcondudt 
were made in Minutes of their Preſident Lord Macartney, replied to 
in Minutes by yourſelf, who appear to have been prefent in perſon 
when the motion for diſmiſſing you from the ſervice paſſed, with the 
unanimous approbation of every other Member of the Select Com- 
mittee ; and that an order was given, after the arreſt of your perſon, 
for furniſhing you with copies of thofe Papers, which, antecedent to 
your diſmiſſion, muſt have been open to your inſpection as a Member 
of the Select Commitee. | | ED 

When you recollect your ſubſequent claim to the command of his | 
Majeſty's troops in India, independent of the Company's Govern- 
ment; the difpofition expreffed by fome Officers of high rank to coun- 
tenanee this claim; your own declared opinion, That you was entitled 
to the command likewiſe of the Forces of the Company: The Court 
of Directors think you cannot be at a loſs to diſcover the reaſons for 
the conduct of the Select Committee: They are perſuaded, that under 
fuch circumſtances, you muſt allow, that the Select Committee had 
great ground for alarm, and might be induced to think, as they have 
lated in their reſolution, that the | confinement of your perfor was 

"—_—y 


1 nꝛueeeſſary to preſerve peace and order in the Settlement, and, perhaps, 
1 the exiſtence of the Government. 
© | The Court of Directors do not conceive that you can want 3 
tion relative either to the meaſures taken by the Select Committee at 
Madras, or the motives which induced thoſe meaſures: They have 
nevertheleſs commanded me to tranſmit to you the following Papers, 
and to inform you, that whenever you ſhall think it neceſſary to apply 
for any other ſpeciſic Papers, they will take your application into con- 
ſideration, with every diſpoſition to a reaſonable compliance with 
your requeſts, 
The Papers now ſent are, 
1. Proceedings of the Preſident and Select Committee of Fort Saint | 
| George upon your diſmiſſion. 


; 2. Reſolution and orders for your arreſt. | 

3. Lieutenant Gomond's Report of executing thoſe orders. 
| 4 Reſolution for-ſending you to England. | ot 
1 F. Inſtructions for that purpoſe given to the Town Major, and to 
* | the Captain of the Packet. + . 


With reſpe@ to the other 8 001 in a Is am 
"commanded by the Court of Directors to ſay, That it appears to them 
unbecoming their ſituation to render an account of their conduct to 
any individual, much leſs can they ſuſpend the meaſures which the _ 
public intereſt may require. At the ſame time they wiſh to add, that 
as previous to the order for your diſmiſſion which they were under 
the painful neceſſity of tranſmitting to India, before intelligence ar- 
rived that the ſame meaſure had been adopted by the Select Commits» 
tee at Madras, they were ſolicitous to obtain from. your Brother every 

i information which could direct their judgment; ſo they will always 
be thankful for every communication which may enable them to exe» 

_ cute the truſt repoſed in them with beft advantage to TIO 
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n - 
Ear Invia Hovsr, - - Joar moſt hi 4 
Creed T HO.. MORTON, 4 Sear. 


July 16, 1784. 


